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Program Notes: 
 
Breaking Point was commissioned by the O.E. Dunckel 
Middle School Band, Farmington Hills, MI under the direction 
of Armand Hall in the spring of 2005. The piece was inspired 
by a desire to bring elements of popular music, including 
rock n’ roll, into the concert band genre.  These include 
recurring patterns; called ostinatos, form the foundation of 
the piece.  The slow middle section provides a contrasting 
second melody to be performed by the low brass 
instruments.  The “Breaking Point” occurs at measure 96 
with a dramatic shift of tempo and material from the middle 
section.  
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piano, won the Michigan State University 2004 Honors Composition 
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for Clarinet have been published by Dorn Publications, Inc. Choric 
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