
EEll  PPaattiioo  
ddee  RReeccrreeoo  

  
BByy    

  
DDaarrrriinnggttoonn  EE..  WWhhiittee  ((AASSCCAAPP))  

  
  

El Patio de Recreo is a descriptive piece that depicts 
young children playing on a playground on a spring day at a 
school in Mexico.  The Latin percussion rhythms serve as an 
underscore to the mind’s eye view. 
 
There are many opportunities for all the percussionists at 
your school to be highly involved in the performance of this 
intriguing percussion feature.  The conductor may add any 
extra Latin percussion instruments to further enhance the 
piece and to engage all the percussionists and possibly 
some additional band members in the percussion section. 
 
The Low Brass and Woodwind players should play the 
background quarter note rhythms crisply with slight 
separation, while taking care not to play too heavily in the 
process.    
 
The conductor could possibly have the percussionists set up 
in front of the band for this piece.  This composition will 
certainly focus the spotlight on your percussion section. 
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