
A Prayer Before Nightfall 
Composer's Notes 

A Prayer Before Nightfall is intended to evoke the style of 
folk songs.  When working on this piece, I imagined a 
gathering of a large group of people, friends and family. I 
imagined them all raising their voices in a kind of blessing of 
their fellowship.  I could almost hear the words they were 
singing and often took my inspiration for the melodic and 
rhythmic elements from these ghostly voices.   

The piece should be played legato with very few breaks.  
Moving lines should be heard at all times, and careful 
consideration should be given to the balance when solo lines 
are being presented.  Students should be encouraged to 
really LISTEN to their sounds and produce a dark, warm 
tone.  Students should also be encouraged to use vibrato 
whenever appropriate. 
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