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Solace begins in the key of d minor. The choice of key was important not only to establish a sense of

sadness and loss, but to insure comfortable ranges for all instruments. It is important to know | chose
the first four chords to signify the four points of the Christian Cross - first in d minor and later in F Major.
The piece changes to F Major to signify a celebration of John Shear’s life and his heavenly home. There is
an original hymn (at 7, at 12, 22, both antecedent and consequent phrases, and 46 through 61) that is
used in both minor and major keys. There is a short angry section at 30 that forcefully asks the question
WHY. This angry section is followed by a repeated short mournful two bar phrase (meas. 39-44) that is a
“sigh of sadness and resignation”. This is heard again at 83 after the celebratory section. The constant
moving eighth-notes, a kind of rhythmic motif, are used both in d minor and F Major. They help unify
the piece and give the music a forward motion, a constant flow of the “river” of life that eventually

empties into the ocean, “our home in heaven”, or “final destination.”
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